
In Support of H.R. 720, the Water Quality Financing Act

    

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Chairman, I rise in strong support of H.R. 720, the Water Quality
Financing Act. 

  

   In my home of St. Louis, we have one of the oldest wastewater infrastructure systems in the
Nation, some dating back to the Civil War. Our crumbling and overused sewer systems are an
environmental and economic burden and they frequently threaten the health of the Mississippi
River, one of our national treasures. During heavy rain storms, as many as 200 sewers can
overflow. 

  

   H.R. 720 reaffirms our commitment to continue the progress of the 1972 Clean Water Act and
ensures that generations to come will enjoy clean and safe water supplies. 

  

   By including Davis-Bacon protections in this bill, our communities will be further assisted by
ensuring that our constituents who build these projects will be paid no less than prevailing
wage. At a time when thousands of jobs are outsourced from our communities, these
Davis-Bacon protections serve as a strong example of homesourcing. Instead of allowing
outsiders to undercut the wages of our constituents, Davis-Bacon keeps these fair wages in our
communities. 

  

   I commend Chair OBERSTAR and Chairwoman Johnson for their leadership and look forward
to passing this bill in a bipartisan way.
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